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NEWS FOR FRIENDS OF THE
YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU OF
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY

SERVING THE QUAD CITIES AREA SINCE 1972

*"Come in, honey," the voice of a frail woman murmured as I stood at the
door. I opened the door to see Beth in her wheelchair, barely able to make her
way across the living area to a small kitchen table covered in medication bottles,
oxygen tubing, and papers with medical lingo adorning them. "Have a seat, honey - I'm so
glad to see you; you look so pretty today." Those are always her kind words to me as I enter
her modest one bedroom apartment.

I met Beth and Nick quite some time ago and have been working with them closely for
over two years. Nick is Beth's biological grandson, but was adopted by her several years ago
when Nick's mother was not able to care for him. They have been inseparatible since that time
and Beth's health condition has always been a concern. She was diagnosed with emphysema
over a decade ago but as the disease has progressed, it has caused several other
complications and medical issues. Beth has been hospitalized many times in the last few
months, with over five of them being critical, requiring Nick and the rest of the family to prepare
for Beth's death. Talk with Nick about it and he just says, "Well, she can't die - she has to be
here for Christmas, and then her birthday, and then ... " Nick and I have spent long hours
talking about the impending prognosis and the reality that even the doctors are now saying
"she will barely make it through the month". Nick is now part of Beth's full-time care team. He
comes and goes from school, but other than that, refuses to leave her side - which has meant
giving up his love of playing the guitar, working on his next badge in Boy Scouts, and missing
the Youth Group at church that for years functioned as his second family.

But talk to Beth and you will be even more touched, "I am getting sicker, I know it. But
I still have work to do here in this family - Nick needs me and the Good Lord will just have to
wait a little longer". Beth is an incredibly strong and independent woman whom has rarely ever
been willing to receive hand outs, yet whom has raised a wonderful, caring young man single
handedly. This Christmas will be her last for sure but without an income and only a social
security check (which goes towards her medical needs), her Christmas this year will be even
less joyful. Beth has said "I won't accept help for me this Christmas; but I want help for my
family. I want to give them a good Christmas so they have something to be happy about
instead of all the sadness surrounding my health; I want Christmas to be good this year, for
them to remember me by."

Through the very generous contributions from the Deere & Co. Law Department,
many of the items needed have been donated to the family this Christmas.
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Mark Your Calendar For

uKeysto A Good Time"
I

Dueling Pianos Night
Friday, January 21, 20 11

Heritage Hall on Arsenal Island, Rock Island

$40 per person

Or Reserve a Table for B - $320

Admission includes Hors d'oeuvres, and
Entertainment.

Featuring

7-8 - Hors d'oeuvres

B-l0 - Entertainment

7 - 10 - Cash Bar

Visit our website at www.ysbri.com
to purchase tickets

or call our office at (309) 793-3460.

Be sure to reserve your seat earl)d



Charitable Contributions

The Youth Service Bureau of Rock Island County relies on the support of
individuals, businesses, foundations and community organizations. Every gift,
no matter the size, helps children and families in Rock Island County. The YSB
would like to recognize the following donors who have contributed to our
organization the past few months. Thank you for everything you have done to
make our services possible.

Tim Bell
in memory of Mike Wendt

Sharon and William Babcock -
in memory of Janice Slavish

Thomas Getz Sharon and William Babcock -
in memory of Johane Varde

All Sports Screen Printing

Factory Card & Party Outlet

Illinois Iowa Center for Independent
Living

Royal Neighbors of America /
S.T.A.M.P.

Kristal Shaff - The Painted Dragon

Jason Platt - Caricature Artist

Euclid Beverage Company

Alleman High School

Trevor and Jodi Fisk

Dr. Muna Strasser, DDS

The Moline Foundation

The Amy Helpenstell Foundation

Doris and Victor Day Foundation

Helen Anderson - in memory of
Barbara Bell

Richard Simpson - in memory of
Barbara Bell

Every year YSB therapists work with families that won't
be able to give Christmas gifts to their children. Usually,
the agency receives donations to provide gifts for ten to
twelve children, but this year the employees of Euclid
Beverage Company provided Christmas presents for
fifty children!

Euclid gave $100 to each of their employees to buy
Christmas gifts for clients served by YSB. Euclid
drivers and salesmen went shopping for gifts and
delivered them to the company's annual Christmas
party.

On December 8, two of Euclid's salesmen, Derek Luna and Tony Trego, stopped by YSB to
deliver $2,100 in toys, clothes, hats, gloves and gift cards.

Many thanks to the generosity of Euclid Beverage and it's employees!!



Please consider making a donation by printing this contribution form and mailing your
tax-deductible gift to the YSB at 470944 St., Suite 5, Rock Island, IL 61201. Donations
may also be made via our website at www.ysbri.com Thank You.

~-------------------------------------------------
Name---------------------------------

Address _

Phone _

I would like to donate: 0 $25 0 $50 0 $75 0 $100 0 Other Amount $ ------

__ I would like to donate anonymously

This is a joint gift from myself and _
This donation is in memory of _
This donation is in honor of---------------------
I would like my donation to help fund

o Individual and Family Therapy Program
o Prevention Attention Quick (PAQ) Program
o Peer Justice (Teen Court) Program
o General Donation

o I would like to be a fund raising volunteer. Please contact me at the number listed
above.

YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU IS A UNITED WAY PARTNER AGENCY

YOUTH SERVICE BUREAU PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT.


